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Definition

Name
Geospatial metadata

Description
The growing use of spatially referenced digital data has necessitated the development of a geospatial metadata. Metadata is a term that refers to data about data.  Geospatial metadata define the information required to determine:

· the availability of a set of geospatial data
· the fitness of the data for an intended use
· the means of accessing the data
· the information needed to successfully transfer and process the data into usable formats

Rationale
Geospatial metadata aids data developers describe the data they create which increases the data’s value.  Its existence allows application developers to evaluate the data prior to its potential use within a decision-making environment. Without metadata, it is difficult to determine what spatial data exist, the quality of the data, how appropriate the data are for a given use, and who to contact about the data.     

Creating and using geospatial metadata:

· help maintain an organization's internal investment in geospatial data

· provide information about an organization's data holdings to data catalogues and clearinghouses

· provide information needed to process and interpret data

All federal government agencies are required to the extent practicable to provide metadata with all geospatial data.  Many state and local governments utilize metadata to facilitate the exchange of geospatial data and to provide the information necessary to assess, understand, and use these data.  Standardized metadata also provide a consistent format that allows for automated searches of data repositories.

Benefits
Geospatial metadata provide a common set of terminology and definitions for the documentation of digital geospatial data. Metadata is needed to help ensure that general users and the public are aware of the limitations imposed by the methods used in developing the data, the accuracy of the data, its collection protocols, and the decisions made during its development.  Since nearly all state and federal geospatial data and metadata are publicly available, the private sector as well as citizens can leverage the investments made in collecting and documenting the information to improve their quality of life through the decision support that geospatial information provides.

Associated Architecture Levels

Specify the Domain Name
Information

Specify the Discipline Name
Geographic Information Technology

Keywords

List Keywords
geospatial, metadata, documentation, data dictionary, data, information, quality, utility, content, standard, definitions, mandatory, voluntary, FGDC, ISO, Technical Committee 211, lineage, metadata collection tools, compiling metadata

Associated Compliance Components

List the Compliance Component Names
Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata

Associated Product Components

List the Product Component Names
     

Current Status

Provide the Current Status
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 In Development
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Under Review
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved
 FORMCHECKBOX 
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