Metadata Checking Tools

There are two tools which have been found to be useful for identifying and correcting errors in text metadata files. These tools are named mp and cns, and are described below.

MP (metadata parser)

This program is a compiler to parse formal metadata, checking the syntax against the FGDC Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata and generating output suitable for viewing with a web browser or text editor. It runs on UNIX systems and on PC's running Windows 95, 98, or NT and 2000. MP generates a textual report indicating errors in the metadata, primarily in the structure but also in the values of some of the scalar elements (i.e. those whose values are restricted by the standard).  The compiler, its source code, executables for UNIX (Solaris and Linux) and Microsoft Windows 95, 98, and NT, and 2000 ,and its own formal metadata are available through <http://geology.usgs.gov/tools/metadata/> 

CNS (chew and spit) 

CNS is a pre-parser for formal metadata designed to assist metadata managers convert records that cannot be parsed by mp into records that can be parsed by mp. It takes as input a poorly-formatted metadata file and, optionally, a list of element aliases, and outputs (1) a metadata file that can be read by both mp and xtme and (2) a file listing all of the lines that it couldn't figure out where to put. Throwing a switch (-v) causes it to put out comments describing its decision-making process. The source code with executables for UNIX (DG/UX, HP/UX, and Linux) and MS-DOS (386 required) are available through <http://geology.usgs.gov/tools/metadata/> 

Metadata Creation Tools

Web sites with lists of tools and related information

The following web sites were found to be extremely useful in researching metadata tools. 

http://www.fgdc.gov/metadata/metadata.html
http://www.fgdc.gov/metadata/toollist/metatools797.html
http://www.fgdc.gov/metadata/toollist/ogrip/
http://www.fgdc.gov/clearinghouse/mitre/task2/index.html
http://www.state.wi.us/agencies/wlib/sco/metatool/mtools.htm
Lists of tools
ArcCatalog

Arcview metadata collector

BIC metadata tool

CorpsMet95 1.3

DataLogr 2.11c

Data Dictionary (DataDict)

Dataset Catalog Database Sys

Data Tracker™ GIS

Document AML

Fgdcmeta AML 1.2

GeoData MDB

GEOSCOPE 2.0

Geospatial Metadata Mgt Sys

M3Cat

METADATA (AML)

Metadata 2 (MD2)

Metadata Entry System

MetaLite System for Windows

MetaLite.AML

Metadata Management System

MetaMaker 2.10

MetaStar Data Entry

NJMetaLite

Spatial Metadata Management System (SMMS) 3.2

MetaStar (MDC, MDM, MDS)

tkme

Xt Metadata Editor 1.9.1 (xtme)

