[image: image1.jpg]



Definition

Name
Geospatial metadata

Description
Geospatial metadata define the information required to determine the availability of a set of geospatial data, the fitness of the data for an intended use, the means of accessing the data, and the information needed to successfully transfer and process the data into usable formats.

Rationale
Creating and using geospatial metadata help maintain an organization's internal investment in geospatial data, provide information about an organization's data holdings to data catalogues and clearinghouses, and provide information needed to process and interpret data.  All federal government agencies are required to the extent practicable to provide metadata with all geospatial data, as are most state governments and many local governments. This facilitates the exchange of geospatial data and the information necessary to assess, understand, and use the data.

Benefits
Geospatial metadata provide a common set of terminology and definitions for the documentation of digital geospatial data.  Since nearly all state and federal geospatial data and metadata are publicly available, the private sector as well as citizens can leverage the investments made in collecting and documenting the information to improve their quality of life through the decision support that geospatial information provides.
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