Mapping Partnership Offices 

The USGS traditionally has produced base geographic information and has made that information available as topographic quadrangle maps and digital products, such as line graphs, elevation models, and raster graphics. The mission of the Cooperative Topographic Mapping (CTM) Program is to provide the Nation with access to current, accurate, and consistent base geographic data and derivative products, including topographic maps. The CTM Program has the lead responsibility to develop, maintain, and make available The National Map. The CTM Program 5-Year Plan calls for a dramatic realignment of USGS roles to de-emphasize data production in order to focus on partnerships for data sharing. State and local governments and the private sector conduct mapping operations that provide much of the data content required for The National Map. Integrating these data into a distributed set of public domain, nationally consistent information and making these data immediately accessible over the Web are the keys to achieving the goals of The National Map. 

The CTM Program 5-Year Plan documents the major objectives of the program: 

· Assemble and maintain a seamless, continuously maintained, nationally consistent set of public-domain, base geographic data, 

· Establish and sustain partnerships for data collection, integration, updating, and dissemination, 

· Derive updated topographic maps from the base geographic data, and 

· Promote the adoption of The National Map as the geographic underpinning for other Federal mapping activities and those of other public and private organizations. 

Mapping Partnership Offices. By placing an increasing fraction of its workforce in offices that are collocated with other USGS discipline staff or with Federal and State partner agencies, the USGS will provide resources and expertise to encourage and sustain cooperative activities that emphasize data sharing and distributed data stewardship. 

Proposal for the Establishment of a Mapping Partnership Office in Missouri
We propose that the Mapping Partnership Office of Missouri (Missouri MPO) be located in Columbia as the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS-MCMC) liaison to the State of Missouri.  In Columbia, Missouri, the USGS Mapping Partnership Office would share office space with Missouri Spatial Data Information Service (MSDIS) staff and support the development of partnerships within Missouri to implement The National Map.  The State Mapping Partnership Offices support the USGS's mission to increase multi-partner agreements with various state, local and federal agencies in an effort to acquire and produce GIS data, eliminate duplication of effort, reduce costs to each partner, cooperate on scientific research activities, and share data collection and maintenance expenses.  The office would be a satellite of the Mid-Continent Mapping Center (MCMC) in Rolla, Missouri. It is envisioned that similar offices in strategic locations will conduct a large portion of the USGS business in the future across the country.  
