MGISAC Data Sharing Position Statement
The purpose of the Data Sharing Position Statement of the Missouri Geographic Information Systems Advisory Committee (MGISAC) is to outline the position of the MGISAC regarding the sharing of spatial data, while recognizing that each entity creating and maintaining spatial data and metadata in the state is potentially guided by differing needs and restrictions. To that end the MGISAC desires to provide guidance to assist entities in four categories: complete data sharing, data sharing to public entities, data sharing for disaster preparation and response, and licensed access to data. This document is intended to facilitate data sharing, and is not intended as a mechanism for collection of data by the MGISAC.
Position Statement
The power of GIS is facilitated by having spatial data readily accessible by GIS users across the state. The position of the MGISAC is that all spatial data should be shared, where possible, to maximize its benefit in the areas of research, disaster response, and governmental effectiveness. 

It is the position of the MGISAC that:

· data should be shared whenever possible and practical.

· all governments should, at a minimum, provide data to federal, state and local government disaster planning and response organizations.
· all entities sharing data should properly document such data with Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) compliant metadata.

· all entities sharing data should, through signed and documented data sharing agreements, stipulate any conditions or controls for its release. 

MGISAC Responsibilities
· Maintain best practices documents on the State GIS Portal. Documents should include points of contact, metadata standards documentation, sample disclaimer statements, sharing agreements, and license agreements.
· Develop templates of access constraints, use constraints, and distribution liability documents for data release.
· Develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) template that can be used for data sharing between agencies/departments.  The template will cover each of the outlined sectors listed above.
· Develop a strategic plan section on data sharing development, focusing efforts in the appropriate subcommittees of the MGISAC.

· Create and present training across the state to facilitate educating spatial data creators, distributors, and holders in the importance of data cataloging, metadata creation, access and sharing.

· Provide technical support for data sharing and metadata creation templates.

